


PROPOSED SAFETY AND TRAFFIC OPERATIONAL PROPOSED SAFETY AND TRAFFIC OPERATIONAL 
IMPROVEMENTSIMPROVEMENTS

FOR FOR 
SOMERVILLE AVENUESOMERVILLE AVENUE

SOMERVILLE, MASOMERVILLE, MA

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTSTHE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
MASSHIGHWAY DEPARTMENTMASSHIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETINGPUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING

Design Public Meeting held by MassHighway to discuss the proposeDesign Public Meeting held by MassHighway to discuss the proposed reconstruction of Somerville Avenued reconstruction of Somerville Avenue

WHERE:  WHERE:  High School Auditorium, Somerville High SchoolHigh School Auditorium, Somerville High School
Highland Avenue,  Somerville, MA 02143Highland Avenue,  Somerville, MA 02143

WHEN:WHEN: Monday, April 23, 2007 at 6:00 pm.Monday, April 23, 2007 at 6:00 pm.

PURPOSE:  The purpose of this meeting is to provide the public wPURPOSE:  The purpose of this meeting is to provide the public with the opportunity to become fully acquainted with the ith the opportunity to become fully acquainted with the 
proposed reconstruction of Somerville Avenue.  All views and comproposed reconstruction of Somerville Avenue.  All views and comments made at the meeting will be reviewed and ments made at the meeting will be reviewed and 
considered to the maximum extent possible.considered to the maximum extent possible.

PROPOSAL:  The project entails the reconstruction of Somerville PROPOSAL:  The project entails the reconstruction of Somerville Avenue from the Cambridge city line to Union Square, a Avenue from the Cambridge city line to Union Square, a 
length of approximately 1.32 miles. The work consists of full delength of approximately 1.32 miles. The work consists of full depth roadway construction, sidewalk reconstruction with pth roadway construction, sidewalk reconstruction with 
granite curbing and wheelchair ramps, installation of a new draigranite curbing and wheelchair ramps, installation of a new drain line, renovation of the sewer line, replacement of old trafficn line, renovation of the sewer line, replacement of old traffic
signal equipment and signalization of intersections, new street signal equipment and signalization of intersections, new street lighting poles, new tree plantings, installation of streetscape lighting poles, new tree plantings, installation of streetscape 
amenities, signing, pavement markings and landscaping. amenities, signing, pavement markings and landscaping. 
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Project LimitsProject Limits

West End West End –– Cambridge/Somerville Cambridge/Somerville 
City LineCity Line
East End East End –– Union SquareUnion Square
Length Length –– Approx. 2020m (1.32 miles)Approx. 2020m (1.32 miles)



Project HistoryProject History
Design process started in 1997Design process started in 1997
Previous Public Hearing 25% Previous Public Hearing 25% -- October 1998October 1998
Project Extensions Project Extensions -- Bow to Union SqBow to Union Sq
Redesign of Storm Drainage SystemRedesign of Storm Drainage System
100% Plans submitted  100% Plans submitted  -- August 15, 2005August 15, 2005
PS&E submission PS&E submission -- September 2005September 2005
Advertisement Advertisement -- Fall 2006Fall 2006
Contract award Contract award -- early 2007early 2007
Construction start Construction start -- Spring 2007Spring 2007
33--Year Construction ContractYear Construction Contract



Project PurposeProject Purpose

Safety & Traffic Operational Improvements Safety & Traffic Operational Improvements 
Traffic/pedestrian/bicycleTraffic/pedestrian/bicycle
Signals, signage, striping, roadway geometrySignals, signage, striping, roadway geometry

Utility improvementsUtility improvements
WaterWater
SewerSewer
Storm DrainageStorm Drainage

Streetscape improvementsStreetscape improvements
Trees, benches, trash receptaclesTrees, benches, trash receptacles
Sidewalk and crosswalk treatmentsSidewalk and crosswalk treatments
Pedestrian lightingPedestrian lighting

Roadway LightingRoadway Lighting



Roadway ImprovementsRoadway Improvements
FullFull--depth roadway reconstructiondepth roadway reconstruction
Sidewalk reconstruction Sidewalk reconstruction -- new granite curbing new granite curbing 
Curb Extensions Curb Extensions –– Pedestrian CrossingsPedestrian Crossings
Upgrading of wheelchair ramps Upgrading of wheelchair ramps 
Bicycle accommodationsBicycle accommodations
New traffic signal equipment & coordinationNew traffic signal equipment & coordination
New roadway lightingNew roadway lighting
Upgraded signage and roadway pavement Upgraded signage and roadway pavement 
markings.markings.



Traffic ImprovementsTraffic Improvements

Signalized IntersectionsSignalized Intersections
Mossland StreetMossland Street
Beacon StreetBeacon Street
Elm Street*Elm Street*
Lowell/Sacramento StreetLowell/Sacramento Street
Conway Park/Beach StreetConway Park/Beach Street
Park StreetPark Street
St. Anthony’s (St. Anthony’s (PedPed. Crossing). Crossing)
Granite/Dane Street *Granite/Dane Street *
School Street*School Street*

* New Signalized intersections* New Signalized intersections

Major ItemsMajor Items
InterconnectInterconnect
Countdown Countdown PedPed..
Black Fluted Mast ArmsBlack Fluted Mast Arms
Fire PreFire Pre--Emption Emption –– StrobeStrobe
Bicycle DetectionBicycle Detection



Utility ImprovementsUtility Improvements

Installation of new 66” Storm Drain LineInstallation of new 66” Storm Drain Line
Renovation of the Sewer LineRenovation of the Sewer Line
Water BypassWater Bypass
OnOn--going Sewer Separation Projectgoing Sewer Separation Project



Roadway LightingRoadway Lighting

New Roadway LightingNew Roadway Lighting
New Pedestrian LightingNew Pedestrian Lighting



Streetscape ImprovementsStreetscape Improvements

Enhanced Pedestrian Lighting Enhanced Pedestrian Lighting 
New street trees and landscapingNew street trees and landscaping
Streetscape amenities, bike racks, benches, Streetscape amenities, bike racks, benches, 
trash receptaclestrash receptacles
BrickBrick--accented sidewalkaccented sidewalk
Crosswalk paversCrosswalk pavers
Traffic/light pole decorative treatmentsTraffic/light pole decorative treatments



ROW ROW 
Construction ScheduleConstruction Schedule

Project CostProject Cost

RightRight--OfOf--WayWay
No land takingsNo land takings
RightRight--ofof--Entries Entries -- abutting property owners.abutting property owners.

Construction ScheduleConstruction Schedule
Construction  Spring of 2007 Construction  Spring of 2007 –– Summer of 2009Summer of 2009
Utility work will be largely completed by the Fall of 2008Utility work will be largely completed by the Fall of 2008
Roadway improvements continuing through to 2008Roadway improvements continuing through to 2008
Landscape and tree plantings will begin in the Spring of 2009.Landscape and tree plantings will begin in the Spring of 2009.

Project CostProject Cost
Federal, State and City funds $20,800,000Federal, State and City funds $20,800,000



Maintenance of TrafficMaintenance of Traffic

The contractor shall demonstrate:The contractor shall demonstrate:
Construction methodsConstruction methods
Advanced notices Advanced notices –– services, parkingservices, parking
Pedestrian and vehicular flow Pedestrian and vehicular flow 
Access by emergency vehiclesAccess by emergency vehicles
Construction truck trafficConstruction truck traffic
Plan on a weekly basis to Plan on a weekly basis to MassHighway MassHighway & Somerville Traffic & Parking & Somerville Traffic & Parking 
Variable message signsVariable message signs

The minimum requirements The minimum requirements 
Maintaining traffic signal control equipmentMaintaining traffic signal control equipment
Maintaining two lanes of traffic during peak hoursMaintaining two lanes of traffic during peak hours
Maintaining pedestrian access Maintaining pedestrian access 
Use of uniformed police for enforcement and protection of the puUse of uniformed police for enforcement and protection of the publicblic

ParkingParking
Managing work zones to maintain onManaging work zones to maintain on--street parkingstreet parking



Public Outreach & Communications Public Outreach & Communications 

Collaborative effort betweenCollaborative effort between
City of SomervilleCity of Somerville
Somerville Ave. Advisory CommitteeSomerville Ave. Advisory Committee
Mass Highway Department Mass Highway Department 
P. P. Gioioso Gioioso and Sons, Inc.and Sons, Inc.
Design Consultants, Inc.Design Consultants, Inc.

ToolsTools
WebsiteWebsite
Cable system (cable wheel scrolling)Cable system (cable wheel scrolling)
Connect Connect -- CTYCTY
311 City of Somerville Customer Service 311 City of Somerville Customer Service 
MHD comment lineMHD comment line
Press releasesPress releases
Construction signageConstruction signage
Variable message boardVariable message board
Field OfficesField Offices

Information providedInformation provided
Contact informationContact information
Construction scheduleConstruction schedule
Work zone locationsWork zone locations
Parking restrictionsParking restrictions
Detouring & lane restrictionsDetouring & lane restrictions
Hours of operationsHours of operations
Notice of service interruptions Notice of service interruptions 
(sewer & water)(sewer & water)



Comments & QuestionsComments & Questions

SummarySummary
Significant Safety ImprovementsSignificant Safety Improvements
Enhanced Streetscape Enhanced Streetscape –– Aesthetic ImprovementsAesthetic Improvements
New Traffic SignalsNew Traffic Signals
New Roadway LightingNew Roadway Lighting
New Roadway PavementNew Roadway Pavement
New Storm DrainageNew Storm Drainage
New Water ServiceNew Water Service
Improved Stability of Combined SewerImproved Stability of Combined Sewer




